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of P'ontius Pilate, the only point."70 The printed reports in-
clude Pontius Pilate, but inasmuch as some attribute the retort
to Sergeant Hill before Lord Kenyon and others to Mr. Dunning
before Lord Mansfield, it is clear that what passed between
Chitty and Park was not very audible. It certainly seems
from the judge's reply that the procurator1 of Judaea was cited
as a solitary precedent.71

The motion was overruled, and after a few manly words from
John Thurtell asking for a short respite, Sir Alan, labouring
under great emotion, passed sentence of death. The theatrical
nature of the murderer again asserted itself. Conscious that
every eye was upon him while the dreadful words about his
body's dissection were falling from the tremulous lips of the
venerable judge, he ostentatiously " consumed the pinch of snuff
which had to that moment been pausing in his fingers/*72

The respite sought by Thurtell the judge was unable to
grant. In all cases of conviction of murder as a principal,
death followed judgment with a swiftness that, under the
appearance of harshness, was yet the truer mercy. Thurtell
occupied the brief remaining hours of life in characteristic
fashion. At first the instinctive horror of untimely death tin-
manned him. " When the Rev. Mr. Franklin saw John
Thurtell this evening his spirits were completely gone; the
reverend gentleman found him sitting in a cell bathed in tears,
and evidently oppressed by great mental anguish. Ho left
him in a state of deep dejection."73 His natural courage soon,
however, enabled him to face the inevitable -end. He was
generally considered to have shown genuine contrition and to
have revealed unsuspected depths of goodness. The gaolers
'said that "he was a kind, good-hearted fellow, -so obliging
and friendly that they never had a prisoner whom they so-
much regretted. And such -seems to have been his general
character, when not inflamed at onoe by the desire for revenge
and of gain/374 The sex, in particular, commiserated his
fate, but a misplaced sympathy was well-nigh universal.

Charles Lamb indulged in a cheap sneer at Park in an
" Essay of Elia," written on the morning of the execution. In
short, Scott scarcely exaggerated when he wrote, "It" (the
murder) " led John Bull into one of his most uncommon lite of

70 " Atlay's Victorian Chancellors," ii., 91.

71 Post p. 162.   The incident occurred before Mansfield.

72 Herbert loc. cit.

73The "Observer," 11 Jan.,   1824, from a letter dated Hertford, 11
o'clock, on the 9th.

74 Archbishop Whately in " Bacon's Essays " (1856), p. 112.
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